
 

From war on terror to war on weather? Rethinking humanitarianism in a new
era of chronic emergencies introduction

   
   
   
Abstract:

This special issue of Third World Quarterly makes a case for redirecting attention and resources away from
the 'war on terror' and focussing as a matter of urgency on the causes and consequences of global climate
change. Global climate change must be recognised as an issue of national and international security.
Increased competition for scarce resources and migration are key factors in the propagation of many of
today's chronic complex humanitarian emergencies. The relentless growth of megacities in natural disaster
hotspots places unprecedented numbers of vulnerable people at risk of disease and death. The Earth's
fragile ecosystem has reached a critical tipping point. Today's most urgent need is for a collective
endeavour on the part of the international community to redirect resources, enterprise and creativity away
from the war on terror and to earnestly redeploy these in seeking solutions to the far greater and
increasingly imminent threats that confront us as a consequence of global climate change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2010.542965   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
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 Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human Conflict/Displacement, Unspecified Exposure

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content
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Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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